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The University of Dayton News &lease 
Oct. 16, 1992 
Contact: Pam Huber · 
GHOSTS AND GOBLINS- When you pull out your Richard Nixon mask or begin to 
assemble yet another pirate costume for your son, you're participating in a form of Halloween 
protection, says Jim Farrelly, chair of the University of Dayton English department who 
teaches a course on occult literature at UD. He says that people used to believe that witches 
and demons roamed the land on All Hallow's Eve, ready to pounce on unsuspecting humans. 
"So they decided that by dressing up as evil spirits, they might fool the demons into thinking 
they were part of the devilish group and the demons would leave them alone," says Farrelly. 
"From that developed our custom of wearing costumes on Halloween." 
Call Jim Farr~lly at (513) 229-3434. 
SUPREME COURT ON THE BUBBLE- The outcome of November's presidential 
election will give the Supreme Court a definitive shove toward liberalism or conservatism, 
says Gerald Kerns, professor of political science at the University of Dayton, with clear 
implications for abortion, affirmative action and separation of church and state issues. "I'm 
not sure that people realize there is the possibility of three vacancies on the Supreme Court 
over the next four years," says Kerns, noting that recent decisions on controversial issues 
have been decided by a 5-4 vote of the court. "If Bush wins and he gets one vacancy on the 
court, that will be enough to overturn Roe v. Wade. If Clinton wins, he won't name someone 
who would overturn Roe v. Wade." Kerns, who has tracked the Rehnquist court since its 
inception in 1986, speculates that Blackmun, Rehnquist and White will quit the court during 
the next president's term. 
Call Gerald Kerns at (513) 229-3650. 
SCHOOL LEVY MESSAGE GETTING THROUGH - The committee working for 
passage of the Dayton school levy is working hard and getting its message across to voters, 
says Vlilliam Drury, chair of educational administration at the University of Dayton and 
former superintendent of Beavercreek schools. "The opportunity for people to become well-
informed is there," says Drury. "I think people realize the importance of this to the entire 
community. It goes way beyond Dayton city schools to property values, the national image 
of the city and whether business and industry will make a commitment to Dayton." 
Call William Drury at (513) 229-3737. 
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